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Al Mansouri: Sharjah municipality is keen on enhancing the

B> 2011-09 douwl

aesthetic appearance of all buildings

All technical transactionsito
processed onlinelby therend of$20i}2

Having a dynamic character and
great ambitions, and being one of
a group of nationals who took part
in the construction of the first poly-
ethylene Factory in the region, Mr.
Abdul Aziz al Mansouri, assistant
director-general for technical affairs
at Sharjah municipality, is recalling
his dreams of becoming an engineer
and how that dreams came true in
his youth.

Al Mansouri, recalling his educa-
tional stages, says, "During my sec-
ondary education, my teachers ob-
served my inclination to the study
of engineering. They therefore ad-
vised and directed me to complete
my studies in this field."

"My family and friends were also
giving me their full support to go
forward in this field after they came

to know my favoring of and interest
in it," he added.

He said, "I joined the faculty of en-
gineering in the UAE University. It
was the best chance to satisfy the
desire of learning more about the
world of engineering. The world
that fills anyone engaged in it with
unstoppable ambitions because of
the nature of its renewable methods
and techniques."

He did not stop at what he learned in
the university, but continued his edu-
cation and skills through vocational
training and taking part in field works
of some major projects.

Recalling the first steps of his career, al
Mansouri says, "I started my career in a
petroleum company in Abudhabi. I was
one of three citizens who participated
in the construction of the first polyeth-
ylene factory in the region."

"I have gained a lot of experience
and skills from the work in this great
edifice. The big reward, however, was
when HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the president of the UAE, in-
augurated the factory, as this gorgeous
event gave me full pride and self-es-
teem," He added.

He stressed the importance of creative
thinking and capability to face chal-
lenges in the field of engineering as the
case when constructing quake-resistant
houses, building ships, or operating
machines of oil extraction from the
ground or seabed. "This means that en-
gineering is not a routine job but a cre-
ative work that needs inventive think-
ing and continuous search for solutions
of any challenges or problems that may
arise in work," He explained.

Talking about the beginning of his work
with Sharjah municipality, al Man-
souri says, "After spending five years
of work in Abudhabi through which 1
gained good experience in my career, |
decided to come back to Sharjah to get
together with my relatives and use my
education and experience to take part
in the development of the emirate."

"First, I joined the drainage depart-
ment. [ was responsible for the follow-
up of executing major drainage proj-
ects across the emirate in cooperation
with other international consultants.
Then, I was transferred to the techni-
cal department which is considered the
guard saving the aesthetic appearance
of the emirate because of its incessant
endeavors and keenness to maintain
the creative designs and cultural heri-
tage of the buildings in the emirate,"

|

I loved
engineering since
childhood; it is
10t a routine job
but a creative

. | took part
- I

He added.

Al Mansouri was always keen to apply
a distinctive administrative system in
which all employees can participate in
the decision-making process and hence
taking the full benefit of their capabili-
ties.

He is looking forward to carrying out
many achievements in his work with
the municipality. On the top of these
achievements comes the project of the
full e-transformation of services and
transactions of the technical depart-
ment in order to save time and efforts
of both customers and employees.

He stressed the keenness of the munici-
pality to involve the community part-
nership in all projects or development
works carried out by the technical af-
fairs department. "The municipality
sees the consultants and contractors not
only as customers but also as partners,"
he confirmed.

He added, "The municipality, there-
fore, explores their views about its new
programmes, projects, and decisions."

Al Mansouri has a distinctive ability
to work within a group. He took part
in many activities and national events.
Jono hurricane was one of these events
in which he participated as the deputy
head of the committee that was respon-
sible for encountering its repercussions

and saving the souls and properties of
people who were in danger of it.

He was also the head of rainwater
emergency committee at Sharjah mu-
nicipality, which succeeded in reduc-
ing the problems and damages resulted
from the rainwater.

He attributed his success to his ability
to work effectively in a team, and to his
skills in task assignment and good in-
terrelation skills.

The technical department in Sharjah
municipality safeguards the commu-
nity through its follow-up and applica-
tion of the international standards and
specifications in constructional works
and projects. It sets out all regulations
necessary to prevent the phenomenon
of random construction.

Al Mansouri reaffirmed that the munic-
ipality, in collaboration with the other
relevant bodies, has removed all unoc-
cupied buildings as part of its strategy
of beautifying and developing the city.

He stressed that the aesthetic appear-
ance of the city is part of the technical
department's responsibility. Therefore,
the department ensures that all designs
of the municipality projects are carried
out with an aesthetic vision reflecting
the cultural and architectural heritage
of the emirate.

-
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Undoubtedly, Sharjah city com-
prises so many beautiful buildings
with charming designs, historical
significance, and architectural heri-
tage. The Central Souq, however,
emerges among all other historical
locations as an architectural land-
mark, which attracts people from
everywhere to enjoy the sightseeing
and shopping in it.

Dubbed as the cultural capital of
the UAE, Sharjah is also known as
the city of the Central Souq or "Is-
lamic market." The Central Souq was
called with this name because of the
Islamic architectural design that dis-
tinguishes it from any other market.

gt
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reflected by its Architectural creati

The Central Souq has a distinctive
geographical location with many
tourist sites and gardens nearby. It
is also opposite to the famous grass-
written motto "smile ... You are in
Sharjah" which is widely chanted
by visitors, residents and even the
passers-by in the city. This motto
was decorated magnificently to form
a wonderful picturesque facing one
of the most distinctive landmarks in
Sharjah, which is the Central Souq.

When coming to Sharjah, visitors,
no matter being Arabs or non-Arabs,
inevitably head for the Central Souq
because of their cognitive curiosity
that pushes them to enter the build-

ing and discover more about it.

That building, which is shaped
like two-paralleled trains with two
bridges connecting them, is one of
the oldest popular markets in the
city. It has a variety of goods dis-
played in it which differ from hand-
icrafts of good quality to jewelry
and precious stones.

Sharjah municipality built the
Central Souq over a distance of
around 80,000 Sgm between Kha-
lid lagoon (al Buhaira) corniche and
king Feisal Street. It was the first
market of its kind in the area in re-
spect of its architecture and design.
The British newspaper, Financial
Times, once described the Souq as
the most beautiful and magnificent
architectural style in the Middle
East. It took 29 months to complete
the construction works of it (June
1976 — November 1978) with total
cost of Dh85m approximately.

/!l N AAV 7 L

M rllicilplality officials: we ep wdrking on develo

wr

Souq to maintain its position as a historical tourist attraction

The two-storey structure of the Central Souq is di-
vided into two main pavilions with two bridges con-
necting them. The two pavilions have eight balconies
in total. One of them is overlooking Khalid lagoon
whereas the other is located on king Feisal Street.

The Central Souq comprises 600 stores with different
sizes, depending on their commercial activities. Each
storey of the building has 224 stores whereas the bridg-
es have 36 stores. In addition, the market has around
400 parking lots for the convenience of its visitors.

Adding more significance to its geographical loca-
tion, the market is overlooking al Etihad Square, which
is one of the most distinctive squares in Sharjah in re-
spect to its location and symbolism. The prestigious
square was designed brilliantly to merge the glamor
of public squares with the beauty of public parks. Al
Etihad (union) memorial is placed in the centre of the
square. It is composed of seven oysters, each of which
has a pearl on top, to represent in total the seven emir-
ates of the UAE. Those pearls join together to form a
pillar on which a golden pearl is laying and symbol-
izing the union (Etihad). There is a pool around the
memorial surrounded by green areas that expand over
a wide garden.

Adding more splendors to it, the garden was deco-
rated with palm trees and a range of flowering plants. A
plant fence of 85cm high encompasses the whole gar-
den. Moreover, benches and decorative lighting poles
spread all over the square for the delight of its visi-
tors.

Through its efforts to keep the Central Souq main-
tained and convenient for shoppers, Sharjah munici-
pality performed some changes on the market such as
fixing more air conditioners. It has also renovated the
decaying parts of the building, and assigned parking
lots and entrances to residents with special needs to
help them move freely in the market without aid from
their families.

The municipality, from the beginning, intended to
make the Central Souq as a tourist attraction and com-
mercial hub as well as a distinguished landmark repre-
senting the Islamic architecture.

Whenever an
event is orga-
nized in Shar-
jah, the Central
Sougq is selected
to take part in it
because of the
unique  design
and magnificent
heritage it has.

inng the Central

For example,
the Central
Souq was one of
the twelve land-
marks that took
part in Sharjah
light  festival
2011 which was
organized by
Sharjah Com-
merce and Tour-
ism  Develop-
ment Authority.

It is an event
celebrating the
art of drawing
with light com-
bined with cap-
tivating music
to create an ex-
citing experience with a thrilling piece of art, bringing
out Sharjah historic legacy, and promoting tourism. A
large number of audiences poured to the central market
to enjoy this event and the light shows accompanying
it.

Thousands of tourists and visitors in Sharjah enjoy
those fantastic light shows with the audiovisual effects
that draw the structure of the Central Souq as a steam
train of which flames and smokes are coming out with
a distinguished sound of the train horns in the back-
ground. Such picturesque unleashed their imagination
to enjoy living in past centuries.
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Under the directives of Sharjah Ruler, SM is renovating Rolla

square to maintain its cultural heritage and architectural style

A comprehensive plan to
develop the oldest square in the
city with a total cost of Dh25m

Being one of the most historical and major crowd-pullers
in Sharjah for the past two hundred years, Rolla Square,
for most Emiratis, is the centre of memories. They used
to gather around the tree, known as Rolla, in feasts and
holidays chatting and exchanging greetings. That tree
witnessed their joyful days and worked as a recreation
ground for their children.

Although most of the traditions associated with the
square are no longer existed, the square is still the place
where low-income people can get together and have
some recreation after a long day of work. Hundreds of
Asian laborers from all over the country visit it to meet
their relatives and friends especially on holidays.

Rolla square has witnessed a significant change through
years. It is believed that the square took its name after
the Rolla tree whose roots run deep in the ground and
history alike.

The municipality was always keen on looking after the
square. It has set up a memorial on the remains of Rolla
tree. Symbolizing that tree, the memorial is a brazen
structure designed to take the shape of it. It has been
established by the order of HH Sheikh Sultan Bin Mo-
hammed Al Qasimi, member of the supreme council and
ruler of Sharjah.

Taking a rectangle shape, and located in the popular
area, known in the past as the Rolla yard, between al

Oroba Street and al Zahra, the
square expanded over an area of
256,000 square feet. Lighting poles
were distributed in different parts of
the square while 30 Rolla trees were
planted on its borders.

Until recently, the square was a
meeting place for celebrations. It
has seen the first childhood festival
along with many other events in
Sharjah.

Rolla is the name of a very old tree,
which was one of the main meeting
points in old Sharjah. Its branches
were wide enough to create a con-
venient place for meetings, arts,
and festivals. The municipality con-
structed and upgraded this public
square to give it the chance to con-
tinue its cultural role. The Rolla tree
stood firmly for about two hundred
years until 1978 when it fell down
suddenly leaving the square-goers in
sorrow and sadness. It was planted
in the first half of the 19th century
by the order of the late Sheikh Sul-
tan Bin Saqr Bin Rashid Al Qasimi,
ruler of Sharjah (1803-1866).

In past times, The Rolla square wit-
nessed many historic, social, and
national events, one of which was
the symbolic funeral of the late pan-
Arab leader, Jamal Abdul Nassir. It
was also a place for many compe-
titions and the athletic sports such
as wrestling, bodybuilding, and car
towing shows. During Fid holidays,
drum beating was usually heard
while the falconers used to bring
their trained falcons to the place.
In a carnival atmosphere, the rifle
holders were showing their talents
in throwing their rifles into the air
and retake it before falling down to
the ground.

Moreover, the square has gained
commercial significance over years.
The shoppers, particularly during
Ramadan festival in Sharjah, used
to visit the place to enjoy the special
atmosphere of Ramadan reflected
on every part of it.

In its great efforts to maintain the
cultural heritage of the square,
Sharjah municipality set out a com-
prehensive plan to develop it with a

cost amounted to Dh25m. It is ex-
pected that the development works
will be completed by the end of this
year.

The municipality, in its strategy of
developing the square, has kept in
mind that the designs should re-
flect the area's deep-rooted heritage
whether the internal designs of Rol-
la Park or the designs of the external
fences and gates.

The development plan has covered
the Rolla Park as well, which com-
prises 36,664 square metres. The
municipality aims for 60 per cent
of the area to be turned into green
areas while the remaining 40 per
cent will be used for footpaths and
lagoons.

The park will have three main foun-
tains along with four other sub-
fountains to form seven in total.
There will be also a cafeteria de-
signed in a shape of a tree, so that
we can commemorate the impor-
tance of the Rolla tree as one of the
great landmarks of Sharjah.

7 fountains to be constructed
in the square with 60 per cent
&= of the area to be green spaces
while 40 per cent kept for

footpaths and lagoons
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Eng. Sultan Al Mualla
Director General of Sharjah Municipality

Sharjah Municipality ... a leading model of development

Municipalities are large establishments with a lot of responsibilities and
competences. They are responsible for developing and urbanizing cities
according to the most modern scientific rules. In their efforts to create the
most desirable image of modern cities, the municipalities dedicate all their
human, material and technological resources for this cause.

Sharjah municipality has been always the flagship of all other municipalities
in the region. Since its foundation, it has sought to develop the city on
scientific, construction and environmental foundations suiting its status as
an Arab and Islamic city and maintaining its distinctiveness, uniqueness
and particularity among other cities in the region.

Sharjah municipality has become a model from which researchers and
scholars inspire their experiences and thoughts. The model of Sharjah
municipality shows how Emiratis have great abilities to overcome the
desert atmosphere, weather severity and water scarcity. The Emiratis has
made out of the desert environment a panoramic picture in which the
scientific progress rises together with the maintenance of cultural heritage
and human creativity.

It is an organizational model with comprehensive and integrative view
serving each and every part of the community. Wherever a person
finds himself in the smiling city of Sharjah, he can easily recognize the
meritorious works and achievements of the municipality.

The municipality has always been keen to keep up with the recent
developments and embrace the highest rules of quality management on
the administrational and service levels. It has managed to implement its
vision and mission effectively on the ground by the application of the most
modern concepts of municipal work and service. The satisfaction of the
public and meeting their needs with the highest standards have been the
priority,which motivated the municipality staff to works continuously on
development and enhancement of services and utilities.

The strategic objectives of Sharjah municipality focused on many aspects
in society such as infrastructure development, building a modern city,
environment protection, spread of environmental awareness to ensure a
healthy and sustainable environment, and paying much care for food safety
and public health.

The municipality, moreover, gave great attention to the expansion of green
spaces and construction of residential and public parks in different parts
of the city.

The municipality plays a great rule in serving the community through
the activities and events it organizes all over the year. All this made the
municipality a key partner in maintaining Sharjah as a smiling city and
leading model.
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